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The  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  Division  of  Land  (DL)  has  completed  a  decision 
on  the  Golden  Valley  Electric  Association  (GVEA)  Northern  Intertie  Project. 

The  DL’s  decision  is  based  on  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management’s  (BLM)  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (EIS)  for  the  project  and  uses  that  information  to  support  the  state’s 
selection  of  a  route.  Mitigation  measures  included  in  the  EIS  will  be  developed  into 
stipulations  that  will  be  incorporated  into  the  right-of-way  permit. 

A  person  adversely  affected  by  this  decision  may  appeal  this  decision,  in  accordance  with 
1 1  AAC  02,  to  John  T.  Shively,  Commissioner,  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  3601 
C  Street,  Suite  1210,  Anchorage,  Alaska  99503-5921.  Please  include  the  appeal  code 
number  provided  below.  Any  appeal  must  be  received  at  the  above  address,  or  received 
by  being  faxed  to  1-907-269-8918,  before  5:00  PM  on  November  5,  1998  ,  as  defined  in 
1 1  AAC  02.040.  A  copy  of  1 1  AAC  02  may  be  obtained  from  any  regional  information 
office  of  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  If  no  appeal  is  filed  before  the  end  of  the 
period  specified,  this  decision  then  goes  into  effect. 

Appeal  Code  Number:  LANR100698ADL4 15854 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  the  decision  or  need  further  information,  please  contact  me 
at  (907)  451-2722. 


Sincerely, 


Natural  Resource  Manager 


BLM  Library 
Denver  Federal  Center 
Bldg.  50,  OC-521 
P.O.  Box  25047 
Denver,  CO  80225 


“Develop,  Conserve  and  Enhance  Natural  Resources  for  Present  and  Future  Alaskans ” 
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This  decision  is  intended  to  complement  and  update  the  proposed  decision  dated 
June  16,  1998,  for  this  request. 

Proposed  Action 

Golden  Valley  Electric  Association  (GVEA)  has  applied  to  the  Division  of  Land  (DL)  for  a 
150  foot  wide  public  utility  right-of-way  for  a  230  kilovolt  transmission  line  between 
Healy  and  Fairbanks.  The  project  is  commonly  known  as  the  Northern  Intertie.  Eight 
alternative  routes  were  under  consideration,  all  of  which  crossed  state  lands.  Depending  on 
the  route,  from  50  to  100  miles  of  state  land  would  be  traversed  by  the  line. 

Some  of  the  proposed  routes  also  cross  Ft.  Wainwright  Military  Reservation,  which 
requires  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  to  be  involved  with  the  project.  BLM 
procedures  require  that  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  be  followed,  which  is  in  the 
form  of  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS).  This  decision  is  based  on  information 
contained  in  the  EIS  and  uses  that  information  to  support  the  state’s  selection  of  a  preferred 
route. 

Authority 

A.S.  38.05.850(a)  and  (b).  The  authority  to  approve  a  public  utility  right-of  way  has  been 
delegated  to  the  Regional  Manager.  The  authority  to  approve  a  fee  waiver  under  A.S. 
38.05.850(b)  has  been  delegated  to  the  Director  of  the  DL. 

Administrative  Record 

Right-of  way  application,  ADL  415854,  and  BLM’s  EIS  for  the  GVEA  Northern  Intertie 
Project  comprise  the  administrative  record  for  this  case. 

Title 

BLM  submitted  an  ANILCA,  906(k)  concurrence  request  on  July  20,  1998  for  the  Intertie 
to  cross  state  selected  land  in  T.6S.,  R.7W.,  F.M.  and  T.7S.,  R7W.,  F.M.  The  application 
was  serialized  as  ADL  416188  and  a  concurrence  was  issued  to  BLM  on  September  23, 
1998. 
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Monitoring  and  Compliance 

As  part  of  monitoring  and  compliance  for  the  Intertie  the  DL  is  considering  entering  into  a 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  BLM  that  would  allow  BLM  to  monitor  and 
implement  permit  stipulations  (mitigating  measures)  on  land  that  is  managed  by  the  DL. 

The  DL  will  retain  full  management  authority  on  land  under  its  jurisdiction  and  will  have 
final  approval  on  implementation  of  its  permit  stipulations. 

Public  Notice 

Public  notice  for  the  Proposed  Decision  was  conducted  from  June  24,  1998  to  July 
24,1998,  which  identified  Rex/South  as  the  DL’s  preferred  route.  Twenty  four  comments 
were  received  during  the  notice  period.  Five  comments  were  in  favor  of  the  preferred  route 
and  seventeen  were  opposed.  Usibelli  Coal  Mine,  Inc.  commented  with  concerns  on  active 
and  future  coal  mining  operations  and  Matanuska  Electric  Association,  Inc.  commented 
with  an  objection  to  the  use  fee  waiver.  Additionally,  a  petition  with  approximately  1,100 
signatures  opposing  the  preferred  route  was  submitted  with  the  comments  from  the 
Northern  Alaska  Environmental  Center.  All  of  the  comments  are  available  for  review  at 
the  DL’s  Northern  Regional  Office. 

Discussion 

Public  comments  varied  from  support  of  the  Rex/South  route  to  comments  favoring  use  of 
the  existing  transmission  line  route.  Comments  were  made  on  many  issues  which  included 
the  cost  of  the  project,  scenic  and  recreational  values,  aviation  safety,  conflicts  with  private 
land  owners,  wildlife  habitat  and  wetlands. 

Comments  received  were  very  similar  to  those  received  during  the  review  of  the  Draft  EIS 
(DEIS),  which  were  subsequently  addressed  in  the  Final  EIS  (FEIS).  The  FEIS  is 
referenced  in  DL’s  Proposed  Decision  for  the  Intertie. 

Fourteen  of  the  comments  that  were  sent  to  the  DL  were  also  sent  to  BLM  in  response  to 
their  FEIS.  The  BLM  has  analyzed  these  comments  in  a  Public  Comment  Worksheet  as 
part  of  its  EIS  process.  The  DL  has  reviewed  the  worksheet  and  concurs  with  the  analysis. 
The  DL  will  use  the  worksheet  as  the  basis  for  its  response  to  these  public  comments.  Of 
the  remaining  ten  comments,  two  (UCM  and  MEA)  are  addressed  in  this  decision  and  eight 
are  included  in  a  public  comment  analysis  prepared  by  the  DL. 

UCM  had  concerns  with  the  Intertie  as  it  affected  active  and  future  coal  mining  operations. 
They  are  presently  working  with  GVEA  on  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding  to  remedy 
their  concerns  and  provide  a  workable  basis  for  the  Intertie  to  be  located  near  their  mining 
operations.  UCM  also  requested  that  the  DL  make  procurement  of  a  right-of-way 
agreement  between  GVEA  and  UCM  a  condition  of  DL’s  early  entry  authorization.  The 
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agreement  between  UCM  and  GVEA  is  between  two  individual  parties  without  direct  DL 
involvement  and  will  not  be  a  condition  of  the  early  entry  authorization.  The  DL  early 
entry  authorization  and  right-of-way  permit  will  be  issued  subject  to  valid  existing  rights. 

ME  A  objected  to  granting  GVEA  a  use  fee  waiver.  They  had  concerns  that  the  Intertie 
would  not  meet  increased  demand,  improve  reliability  of  electric  service,  increase  access  to 
economical  energy  and  would  continue  a  price  advantage  for  GVEA. 

Each  utility  in  the  Intertie  Participants  Group  will  fund  a  portion  of  the  project  costs  above 
the  State  Grant  Funding,  and  all  consumers  of  the  Alaskan  Railbelt  utilities  from  Fairbanks 
to  Homer  will  receive  benefits  from  construction  of  the  Intertie.  In  the  case  of  MEA,  sales 
north  on  the  Intertie  will  generate  profits  for  Chugach  Electric,  which  it  will  share,  as  a 
wholesale  supplier  of  power,  with  MEA,  the  City  of  Seward,  and  Homer  Electric. 

In  their  letter  to  the  DL,  MEA  acknowledged  that  an  EIS  has  been  prepared.  The  EIS 
includes  a  section  on  Project  Purpose  and  Need  which  identifies  the  benefits  of  the  Intertie 
as  meeting  increased  demand  for  power,  improving  reliability  of  electric  service,  and 
increasing  access  to  economical  energy  plus  additional  benefits.  Each  of  these  benefits  is 
described  in  detail  within  the  EIS. 

Based  on  the  benefits  that  the  operation  of  the  Intertie  will  provide  to  many  Alaskans  along 
the  railbelt  system,  the  use  fee  waiver  is  considered  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  State. 

In  the  Proposed  Decision  the  DL  recommended  that  term  of  the  permit  be  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time  and  be  revoked  upon  abandonment.  After  further  consideration  it  was 
decided  to  make  the  term  of  the  permit  consistent  with  the  term  in  BLM’s  right-of-way 
grant,  which  is  thirty  years  and  is  subject  to  renewal.  The  grant  also  requires  periodic 
review  after  the  twentieth  year  and  at  regular  intervals  thereafter  not  to  exceed  ten  years. 

Recommendation 

After  evaluating  all  of  the  comments,  issues  and  alternative  routes  (through  information  in 
the  EIS  )  it  is  recommended  that  GVEA  be  issued  a  150  foot  public  utility  right-of-way 
permit  and  granted  a  use  fee  waiver  under  A.S.  38.05.850(b)  for  the  construction  of  the 
Northern  Intertie  transmission  line.  Rex/South  is  recommended  as  the  preferred  route.  It 
is  further  recommended  that  the  right-of-way  permit  be  issued  for  thirty  years  and  be 
subject  to  renewal.  The  permit  will  require  periodic  review  after  the  twentieth  year  and  at 
regular  intervals  thereafter  not  to  exceed  ten  years. 

As  part  of  granting  a  fee  waiver  to  GVEA  the  DL  will  include  a  special  stipulation  in  the 
permit  that  states,  “  If,  at  any  time,  the  owner/operator  of  the  transmission  line  ceases  to 
qualify  as  either  a  nonprofit  cooperative  association  organized  under  A.S.  10.25  or  for  a  fee 
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waiver  under  A.S.  38.05.850(b),  then  the  DL  reserves  the  right  to  assess  an  annual  use  fee 
based  on  current  fee  schedules  or  a  fair  market  value  appraisal  ”. 

In  addition  to  standard  DL  stipulations  all  of  the  following  mitigating  measures  developed 
in  the  EIS  will  be  implemented  and  appropriate  stipulations  will  be  included  in  the  DL 
early  entry  authorization  and  right-of-way  permit.  A  change  has  been  made  to  #30  to 
delete  the  word  “spheres”  after  aerial  markers.  Specific  requirements  for  aerial  markers 
will  be  defined  in  BLM’s  mitigation  and  monitoring  plan  and  stipulated  in  the  permit. 

Two  changes  to  #3 1  have  been  made  in  response  to  comments  made  to  BLM  from 
U.S.Fish  and  Wildlife  Service„(USF&WS)  and  U.S.  Army,  Alaska  (USARAK): 

USARAK  was  added  to  the  list  of  agencies  that  would  help  develop  the  monitoring  plan 
and  GVEA  would  be  required  to  implement  additional  mitigation  as  needed  based  on  the 
results  of  the  monitoring  study.  The  DL  added  the  last  two  sentences  to  #32  concerning 
the  identification  of  black  spruce  areas  and  leaving  the  vegetative  mat  intact.  Item  #12  of 
section  2.4.6  of  the  DEIS  will  not  be  carried  forward  as  a  mitigation  measure.  This  item 
is  not  mitigation,  merely  a  statement  of  fact. 

1 .  Prior  to  construction,  all  personnel  will  be  instructed  on  the  protection  of 
ecological,  paleontological,  and  cultural  resources.  To  assist  in  this  effort,  the 
construction  contract  will  address  federal  and  state  laws  regarding  vegetation 
(including  wetlands),  wildlife  (including  protected  species),  and  cultural  resources, 
as  well  as  stressing  the  importance  of  these  resources  and  the  purpose  and 
necessity  of  protecting  them. 

2.  In  accordance  with  state  and  federal  regulations,  land  managers  will  coordinate 
with  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  (SHPO).  Cultural  resources  will 
continue  to  be  considered  during  project  implementation  in  areas  that  are  classified 
as  having  cultural  resource  potential  by  the  land  managers  and  the  SHPO.  This 
will  involve  surveys  to  inventory  and  evaluate  cultural  resources  within  the  ROW 
and  any  impacted  areas  outside  of  the  ROW,  such  as  access  roads  and  construction 
equipment  yards.  In  consultation  with  the  appropriate  land  managing  agencies  and 
the  SHPO,  specific  mitigation  measures  will  be  developed  and  implemented  to 
mitigate  any  identified  adverse  impacts.  These  may  include  project  modifications 
to  avoid  adverse  impacts,  monitoring  of  construction  activities,  and  data  recovery 
studies.  In  the  event  of  inadvertent  discoveries  of  cultural  or  paleontological 
resources  during  construction,  such  construction  will  be  stopped  until  the 
resources  are  evaluated  by  a  qualified  specialist. 

3.  Prior  to  construction,  site-specific  fuel  hazard  reduction  criteria  will  be  developed 
by  ADNR  Division  of  Forestry  and  the  BLM  Alaska  Fire  Service  (AFS)  to  protect 
the  power  line  while  allowing  for  bum  through.  These  criteria  will  suggest  the 
minimum  amount  of  clearing  or  other  treatment  needed  to  protect  the  line  from 
fire. 
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4.  No  construction  camps  will  be  established  along  the  ROW.  Construction  crews 
are  expected  to  be  able  to  find  housing  within  communities  along  the  Parks 
Highway,  particularly  in  Healy,  Nenana,  and  Fairbanks.  Construction  crews  will 
be  transported  to  work  sites  daily  using  appropriate  vehicles. 

5.  All  construction-related  waste,  including  trash  and  litter,  garbage,  other  solid 
waste,  petroleum  products,  and  other  potentially  hazardous  materials,  will  be 
properly  handled  in  accordance  with  state  and  federal  regulations  and  permit 
requirements  and  removed  to  a  permitted  disposal  facility. 

6.  The  areal  limits  of  construction  activities  and  access  will  be  clearly  marked.  No 
permanent  discoloring  agents  will  be  applied  to  rocks  or  vegetation  to  indicate 
survey  or  construction  activity  limits. 

7.  The  ROW  will  be  aligned  in  coordination  with  appropriate  landowners  and 
managers,  including  mining  and  military  operations,  to  minimize  the  potential 
adverse  effects  on  current  and  future  land  uses. 

8.  To  minimize  potential  environmental  impacts  during  construction,  vehicle  trips 
along  the  ROW  will  be  kept  to  a  minimum.  To  the  extent  practicable,  construction 
equipment  will  be  left  within  the  project  area  rather  than  driven  out  on  a  daily 
basis.  Servicing  of  equipment  will  be  done  within  state  and  federal  guidelines. 

9.  Clearing  of  streamside  vegetation  (as  approved  by  the  authorized  officer)  will  only 
be  done  to  the  extent  necessary  to  allow  access  for  construction  and  maintenance 
equipment  and  to  provide  clearance  for  wires.  Clearing  within  these  areas  will  be 
conducted  by  hand. 

10.  Use  of  the  transmission  line  ROW  for  access  to  remote  areas  will  be  discouraged 
by  leaving  brush  within  the  ROW.  Where  the  ROW  crosses  streams  or  trails,  a 
screen  of  vegetation  will  be  maintained  to  reduce  access  to  the  ROW  from  these 
areas. 

11.  At  river  and  trail  crossings,  towers  will  be  placed  in  a  manner  that  will  minimize 
visual  impacts.  Clearing  will  be  minimized  and  existing  vegetation  (excluding  tall 
trees)  left  within  the  ROW,  where  deemed  appropriate  for  mitigation  of  visual 
impacts.  Care  will  also  be  taken  to  minimize  long,  straight  ROWs,  skylining  of 
structures,  and  other  situations  which  increase  visual  impacts  in  areas  that  are 
considered  to  have  high  visual  sensitivity. 


Decision,  ADL  415854 

GVEA  Northern  Intertie 

Page  6 

12.  All  trees  will  be  felled  and  left  in  place.  The  appropriate  agency  will  make  a 
determination  if  a  significant  salvage  value  exists  and  if  salvage  of  the  trees  will 
be  necessary. 

13.  In  construction  areas  where  ground  disturbance  is  significant  or  where 
recontouring  is  required,  surface  restoration  would  occur  as  required  by  the  land 
owner  or  land  management  agency.  The  method  of  restoration  would  consist  of 
returning  disturbed  areas  back  to  their  natural  contour  and  revegetating  with  native 
species. 

14.  In  areas  where  soils  and  vegetation  are  particularly  sensitive  to  disturbance, 
existing  access  roads  will  not  be  widened  or  otherwise  upgraded  for  construction 
and  maintenance,  except  where  repairs  are  necessary  to  make  existing  roads 
passable.  If  authorization  for  existing  access  does  not  exist,  then  appropriate 
permits  will  be  obtained. 

15.  To  minimize  disturbance  to  vegetation,  drainage  patterns,  stream  channels,  and 
streambanks,  new  access  will  be  built  to  the  extent  practicable  at  right  angles  to 
streams  and  washes.  Crossings  of  incised  streams  will  be  done  in  a  manner  which 
avoids  disturbance  or  sloughing  of  stream  banks.  Temporary  bridges  (structural, 
snow,  or  ice)  will  be  employed  where  bank  damage  cannot  be  avoided. 

16.  Structures  will  be  placed  so  as  to  avoid  sensitive  features  as  much  as  possible, 
including  riparian  areas,  water  courses,  and  cultural  sites.  The  structures  will  be 
located  200  feet  from  named  or  designated  streams  where  possible;  however,  at 
the  Tanana  River  crossing,  structures  may  need  to  be  sited  within  200  feet  of  the 
Tanana  River. 

1 7.  The  lower  1 0  feet  of  guy  wires  on  all  towers  will  be  marked  with  devices  to 
enhance  their  visibility. 

1 8.  Dulled  metal  finishes  will  be  used  on  all  towers,  and  on  the  wires  where 
applicable. 

1 9.  GVEA  will  respond  to  complaints  of  radio  or  television  interference  generated  by 
the  transmission  line  by  investigating  the  complaints  and  implementing 
appropriate  mitigation  measures. 

20.  To  minimize  environmental  impacts  while  maintaining  standard  operating 
guidelines,  GVEA  will  visually  inspect  the  route  by  helicopter  twice  per  year, 
typically  in  March  and  September.  Operations  and  maintenance  problems 
identified  on  the  Tanana  Flats  will  typically  be  addressed  by  a  small  repair  crew 
flown  out  to  the  tower  site(s)  by  helicopter  before  spring  thaw  or  after  fall  freeze 
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up.  With  the  exception  of  emergency  repair  situations,  maintenance  operations  on 
the  Tanana  Flats  will  be  avoided  or  modified  during  critical  periods  to  minimize 
impacts  on  wildlife. 

21 .  GVEA  will  notify  the  general  aviation  public  of  the  presence  of  the  new  intertie 
and  ensure  that  the  project  is  noted  on  the  appropriate  Federal  Aviation 
Administration  (FAA)  aeronautical  charts.  Special  emphasis  will  be  placed  on  the 
towers  and  wires  crossing  the  Tanana  and  Nenana  Rivers.  Handouts  with  a 
detailed  description  of  the  power  line  routing  showing  tower  size  and  location  of 
towers  over  100  feet  will  be  provided.  These  handouts  would  be  made  available  in 
all  flight  service  stations  and  fixed  base  operators  at  airports  throughout  the  state. 
Handouts  will  be  placed  at  aerial  ports  of  entry  where  aircraft  normally  clear 
customs  coming  from  Canada.  These  handouts  will  be  supplied  for  a  2-year 
period. 

22.  No  permanent  access  will  be  constructed  in  the  Tanana  Flats.  Winter  access  for 
construction  will  occur  only  after  there  is  a  minimum  of  12  inches  of  snow  on  the 
ground  and  a  12-inch  depth  of  freeze.  There  will  be  no  blading  or  disturbance  of 
the  vegetation  mat. 

23.  Stream  crossings  on  the  Tanana  Flats  will  be  accomplished  by  constructing  an  ice 
bridge  across  the  stream  or  by  placing  and  removing  a  temporary  bridge,  such  as 
an  open  truck  bed,  across  the  stream  and  removing  it  after  construction. 

24.  River  crossings  will  be  marked  to  assure  military  and  civilian  aviation  safety. 
Towers  from  the  Tanana  River  crossing  to  Salchaket,  and  as  needed  from 
Salchaket  to  Nenana,  will  be  marked  with  color/IR  reflectors  on  the  south  side  of 
the  towers.  Towers  at  the  Tanana  River  crossing  will  be  painted  red  and  white, 
and  marked  with  strobe  lights. 

25.  Raptor  surveys  will  be  conducted  in  identified  areas  of  concern  along  the  selected 
route  prior  to  construction  to  document  Golden  Eagle,  Bald  Eagle,  and  other  raptor 
nest  locations  within  330  feet  of  the  ROW. 

26.  A  330-foot  buffer  zone  will  be  identified  around  all  Bald  Eagle  and  Golden  Eagle 
nests.  Construction  or  ground  clearing  will  not  be  allowed  within  this  buffer  zone. 
Human  activities  will  not  be  allowed  within  or  through  this  buffer  zone  during  the 
nesting  period. 

27.  Construction  or  ground  clearing  will  not  occur  within  2  miles  of  all  active 
Peregrine  Falcon  nests. 

APR  1 1  ZQtt 
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28.  Except  for  emergency  repairs,  construction  and  maintenance  activities  will  not 
occur  from  April  15  through  June  15  within  ROW  Segments  7,  16,  and  22. 
Helicopter  construction  activities  will  avoid  active  swan  nests  from  May  1  through 
August  3 1  along  the  entire  ROW  by  a  minimum  distance  of  1  mile. 

29.  Transmission  line  design  will  minimize  the  potential  for  Trumpeter  Swan  and 
Sandhill  Crane  collisions  by  ensuring  that:  a)  transmission  line  wires  (other  than 
the  static  line)  will  be  strung  on  one  horizontal  plane  rather  than  in  multiple, 
vertical  stacks;  b)  phase  wires  will  be  of  the  same  diameter;  and  c)  wires  will  be 
well  marked  where  they  cross  major  rivers.  Other  areas  identified  as  having  a  high 
potential  for  conflicts  with  Trumpeter  Swans  and  other  waterfowl  will  be  marked. 

30.  Aerial  Markers  will  be  installed  on  static  wires  at  spans  that  cross  the  Nenana, 
Tanana,  and  other  named  rivers.  These  markers  will  be  used  in  other  areas  when 
deemed  necessary  to  reduce  hazards  to  aviation  and  birds. 

3 1 .  GVEA  will  conduct  a  3 -year  post-construction  monitoring  study  on  selected 
portions  of  the  transmission  line  to  evaluate  bird  collision  mortality  along  selected 
portions  of  marked  and  unmarked  segments  of  the  transmission  line,  in 
consultation  with  the  BLM,  USFWS,  USARAK,  and  ADF&G.  Following  the  3- 
year  monitoring  effort,  GVEA  and  the  agencies  will  evaluate  the  study  and 
determine  the  need  for  additional  marking  devices.  GVEA  will  be  required  to 
implement  additional  mitigation  as  needed  based  on  the  results  of  the  study.  Any 
additional  monitoring  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  concerned  agency. 

32.  To  allow  for  safety  and  engineering  concerns,  all  trees  higher  than  10  feet  may  be 
cleared  within  75  feet  of  the  centerline.  Clearing  to  ground  level  up  to  150  feet 
either  side  of  the  centerline  will  be  allowed  in  areas  where  large  stands  of  black 
spruce  occur  and  a  danger  from  forest  fires  is  expected.  These  areas  will  be 
identified  in  consultation  with  the  State  Division  of  Forestry  and  the  Alaska  Fire 
Service.  The  vegetative  mat  must  remain  intact. 

33.  Where  necessary,  thermosyphons  will  be  used  at  foundations  to  stabilize  ground 
temperatures  in  areas  of  warm  permafrost. 

34.  Periodic  maintenance  of  cleared  segments  within  the  ROW  will  be  limited  to 
winter  time  activities  when  there  is  12  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground  and  12  inches 
of  freeze  in  the  soil. 

35.  The  edges  of  the  ROW,  where  cleared,  can  be  undulated  to  help  the  cleared  areas 
blend  with  surrounding  vegetative  patterns. 
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36.  Where  possible,  the  ROW  will  use  natural  openings  in  the  vegetation  and  reduce 
the  need  for  clearing. 

37.  Brush  cutting  and  clearing  in  wetland  areas  will  be  conducted  by  hydroaxe  or 
hand. 

38.  Construction  activities  near  anadromous  fish  streams  will  be  timed  to  avoid 
salmon  runs. 


Natural  Resource  Manager 


Date 


Decision 

The  DL  has  determined  that  the  issuance  of  a  150  foot  public  utility  right-of-way  permit 
and  granting  a  fee  waiver  under  A.S.  38.05.850(b)  to  GVEA  for  the  Northern  Intertie 
transmission  line  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  state.  This  authorization  will  allow 
construction  and  survey  of  the  proposed  right-of-way  subject  to  the  terms  of  this  decision 
and  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  early  entry  authorization.  Rex/South  is  the  selected 
route  as  described  in  the  Proposed  Decision.  The  right-of-way  permit  will  be  issued  for 
thirty  years  and  will  be  subject  to  renewal.  The  permit  will  require  periodic  review  after 
the  twentieth  year  and  at  regular  intervals  thereafter  not  to  exceed  ten  years. 

The  effective  date  of  this  decision  is  October  6, 1998. 


Acting  Director 


Date 


I 
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Appeal 

A  person  adversely  affected  by  this  decision  may  appeal  this  decision,  in  accordance  with 
1 1  AAC  02,  to  John  T.  Shively,  Commissioner,  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  3601 
C  Street,  Suite  1210,  Anchorage,  Alaska  99503-5921.  Please  include  the  appeal  code 
number  provided  below.  Any  appeal  must  be  received  at  the  above  address,  or  received 
by  being  faxed  to  1-907-269-8918,  before  5:00  PM  on  November  5,  1998  ,  as  defined  in 
1 1  AAC  02.040.  A  copy  of  1 1  AAC  02  may  be  obtained  from  any  regional  information 
office  of  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  If  no  appeal  is  filed  before  the  end  of  the 
period  specified,  this  decision  then  goes  into  effect. 

Appeal  Code  Number:  LANR100698ADL415854 
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